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As we reflect on the activities of Parkinson’s 
Queensland over the past year, it is pleasing to 
report that we are building our reputation across 
Queensland and I am confident that PQI is getting 
better known across the state as a peak body 
fighting for our constituents – everyone who 
is impacted by Parkinson’s. While we remain 
frustrated by the pace of change and we still 
have a great deal to do, I would really like to 
take this opportunity to recognise the Herculean 
efforts made by our CEO, Miguel Diaz and our 
small PQI Office Team! Their commitment to 
this association is second to none and they do 
a fabulous job under difficult circumstances. 
Miguel is now very well recognised for his regular 
video updates, and when we travel around the 
state he is easily recognised by our members 
and broader contacts.  I would also like to say a 
massive thank you to the members of the PQI 
Management Committee and to all of our fantastic 
volunteers, who contribute in so many ways to 
keep our organisation going. A special thanks 
to Dr John Edgar who will be retiring from the 
Management Committee at the 2022 AGM. We 
really appreciate all that you have brought to the 
Management Committee over the past few years, 
John.

This year we have continued to develop our 
Seminar Program across Queensland. There 
have been successful events in Redlands, Gold 
Coast, Townsville and Cairns. These were very 
well attended and vibrant events and feedback 
has been very strong. We look forward to 
continuing with these in the coming years. We 
also continue to work on our efforts to lobby 
State Parliament and have been fortunate to 
have several opportunities to talk to politicians 

about Parkinson’s disease and build our case 
for additional support. This is a long game but 
something we are committed to doing. Your 
Management Committee has established a 
Commercial Advisory Group under the direction 
of Committee member Stuart Godsall, to support 
PQI’s financial sustainability and develop some 
ideas for diversifying our income sources. Without 
the requisite funds, none of the good ideas people 
come up with can progress very far. There are a 
talented group of volunteers who have agreed to 
assist Stuart on this Advisory Group and I look 
forward to reporting their progress in due course. 

We have had a busy year, with various fund-
raising events including the 2022 “Really Big 
Walk” in a variety to places, our Parliamentary 
Dinner, The Brisbane Tango Festival, and the 
PQI-Home Instead Football Challenge – to name 
a few. There will be more of this in 2023.

I commend the 2022 Annual Report to you. It is 
indeed an honour to serve as the President of 
Parkinson’s Queensland, and I know that with the 
continued support and good will of our members 
and friends, our association will continue to build 
on our solid base and support the Parkinson’s 
community. 

“Your Management Committee has established a 
Commercial Advisory Group under the direction of 
Committee member Stuart Godsall, to support PQI’s 
financial sustainability and develop some ideas for 
diversifying our income sources.”
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a year     reports
CEO – Miguel A. Diaz

It’s difficult to believe we are already at the end of 
2022! We began the year hopeful that after two 
years we could put the pandemic behind us, but 
the early part of this year was anything but normal 
with lockdowns and strict isolation rules. 

As the year progressed the pandemic rules were 
relaxed and this allowed us to undertake many 
activities that had been on hold for two years. 
We were able to deliver four (4) Parkinson’s 
Seminars, thanks in part to sponsorship from 
Pfizer and the generosity of our speakers. The 
number of attendees proved that for all the 
virtual meetings, we humans enjoy face to face 
interactions.  

Several events were held during Parkinson’s 
Awareness Month in April;  
- A Parkinson’s Seminar in Redlands, 
- Our 2022 Really Big Walk which saw Joe and 
Vince Kelly walk 70 kilometres around Brisbane 
City, joined at various times by walkers from the 
Parkinson’s community. 
- The Sunshine Coast delivered two walks, The 
Great Walk for Parkinson’s and Step out for 
Parkinson’s, and the Gold Coast had A Lap for 
Parkinson’s - 2Gether
- We were even able to turn the Story Bridge 
purple for World Parkinson’s Day 

A huge thank you to all participants and 
organisers of these events which saw us raise in 
excess of $50,000.   

June saw the introduction of our Parkinson’s 
Specialist Nurse Educator, Steph, who has 
very quickly established herself as an important 
member of our team. We hope to be able to 

increase her hours next year once we secure 
additional funding.   
        
In August we held two outstanding community 
events, our very first football (soccer) fundraiser 
with our friends from Home Instead and we were 
part of the inaugural Brisbane Tango Festival with 
Moonlight Tango and held the very first Tango for 
Parkinson’s dance class in Brisbane.

Before this year is out we will host a Corporate 
fundraiser at Parliament House to help fund some 
important projects next year.   

This report will highlight some of the work the PQI 
Team have done in support of the Parkinson’s 
community of Queensland. There’s so much more 
we want to deliver in 2023 and it all comes down 
to funding. It’s disappointing to report that at the 
time of writing this we are still not receiving any 
funding from the Queensland Government.

I’d like to finish by thanking our Management 
Committee for their work and support during 
2021/2022. Their commitment to our cause and 
dedication to their roles is to be commended. 
They are all volunteers and juggle PQI amongst 
their professional and personal commitments and 
are always on hand to support me and our team.

“June saw the introduction of our Parkinson’s 
Specialist Nurse Educator, Steph, who has very 
quickly established herself as an important member 
of our team. We hope to be able to increase her hours 
next year once we secure additional funding.”
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a year     pictures

PQI partners with SafeMate to 
provide paramedics access to 

essential health details

Miguel visits the Qld Brain 
Institute to hear from Rotary 
PhD Scholarship recipients

OT Sarah Davies is the 
successful recipient of a 

PQI PhD Grant

 PQI partner with Wellways 
Carer Gateway for a Morning 

Tea for Parkinson’s carers

Easts Toothless Tigers held 
their Fundraising Luncheon 
with proceeds going to PQI

PQI’s Corporate Dinner at 
Parliament House features 

Naomi McCarthy OAM

Joe and Vince Kelly and 
the Parkinson’s community 

complete the Really Big Walk 
 

Sunshine Coast walkers for 
the Great Walk for Parkinson’s 
trekked 25-30KM in two days

 Brisbane landmarks light 
up purple in recognition of 

World Parkinson’s Day 

A Lap for Parkinson’s – 
2Gether raises awareness of 

Parkinson’s on the Gold Coast

140 people Step Out for 
Parkinson’s on the Sunshine 

Coast, raising $13,253 

PQI with sponsor Pfizer host 
seminars in Brisbane, Gold 

Coast, Townsville and Cairns

PQI celebrates and thanks 
all its volunteers for 

National Volunteer Week

Miguel’s Update videos 
continue to be popular with 

6,326 views  

PQI wins the charity 
football game against 
partner Home Instead

Moonlight Tango Winter 
Festival and Rina Sawaya 
host Tango for Parkinson’s
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a year     stats 
Information and referrals Classes, Webinars, Events

Support Groups 

Newly Diagnosed Packs  

Library 

Number of Support Groups in Qld
28

1,752

1,987

110

24 

Support calls 
answered

Info and referral 
emails sent

Outreach             
visits

Awareness and 
training sessions 

Classes, webinars and 
events held

73
Number of attendees 

840

3,516
people attended support 

groups

392

Newly Diagnosed Packs were 
sent in 2022

In 2021 - 2022, 
books from the 
Maureen Platt 

Library were on 
loan for 180 days

Telephone Peer 
Support Program 

referrals were 
made to help 

people navigate 
their Parkinson’s 

journey 

25

Coordinators made 940 phone calls,
1,505 emails, 115 letters and 51 visits over

1,449 coordinator hours

113
calls

Nutritional Booklets 
65 purchased
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a year     finance 
Treasurer – Marion Koster 

I’m pleased to present the Treasurer’s Report 
for the 2021-22 financial year which saw PQI 
maintain its financial status, despite continuing 
challenges from the COVID-19 pandemic 
hampering fundraising efforts, and discontinuation 
of pandemic-related government support.  
Once again PQI was the grateful beneficiary of 
generous bequests and donations, enabling it to 
finish the year on a good financial footing.

PQI has reported a surplus of almost $158,000 in 
the 2020-22 financial year, in line with a surplus of 
$162,000 in the previous year. 

PQI recorded donation revenue of $433,000 
during the financial year, from a variety of sources 
including a number of generous individual 
bequests and donations for which we are 
extremely grateful. 

JobKeeper and other pandemic-related 
government funding were discontinued from July 
2021, but the organisation was supported by 
government grants amounting to $248,000. The 
PQI team continues to work hard to lobby State 
government for funding. 

Fundraising activities led by The Really Big Walk 
contributed $84,000 to the surplus and raised 
PQI’s profile in the community. The pandemic 
continued to affect PQI’s fundraising activities, 
particularly in the first half of the year.

Spending in the 2020-22 financial year has 
remained in line with the previous year and with 
budget.

I am pleased to commend this Treasurer’s Report 
and the Audited Financial Statements for the 
financial year ended 30 June 2022 for adoption 
by the members.

“PQI recorded donation revenue of $433,000 during 
the financial year, from a variety of sources including 
a number of generous individual bequests and 
donations for which we are extremely grateful.”

Classes, Webinars, Events
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f    ance review
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f    ance review

Full financial statements are available by contacting our office.
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f    ance review

Full financial statements are available by contacting our office.
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f    ance review

Full financial statements are available by contacting our office.



“
Being able to reach out 
to the friendly community 
team at Parkinson’s 
Queensland has been 
super helpful - they easily 
got me involved in the 
Young Onset Peer Support 
Group. This has been a 
safe and welcoming space 
and a great environment 
to regularly connect with 
people with Parkinson’s.

Ryan McDade

It was great to be able 
to ask Parkinson’s 
Queensland for a referral 
to a specialist physiologist 
to review my exercise 
programme with me, and 
to get the contact details 
of a couple to choose 
from in my area by return 
email. Thank you Michelle 
and PQI.

“

Ray Bricknell



Parkinson’s Queensland 
would like to thank 

contact us
parkinsonsqld.org.au

1800 644 189 

pqi@parkinsonsqld.org.au 

Suite 2.3, 2 Clunies Ross Court, Eight Mile Plains QLD 4113 

PO Box 4718, Eight Mile Plains QLD 4113 

@parkinsonsqld

ABN: 69 838 771 233

Department of Health and Aged Care

Department of Social Services 

Department of Seniors, Disability Services and Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships


